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WOMEN’S
PHILANTHROPY

ROSALIND GOODMAN, Z”L

PHILANTHROPIE
DES FEMMES

One of our core values is l’dor v’ dor, from generation to generation. No one
embodied this more than the late Rosalind Goodman, z”l. Roz was such a special
lady and touched the lives of so many. She was a mentor in life and leaves behind
a legacy of benevolence, generosity and a deep passion for tikun olam and
community. As fellow Lions, we pay tribute to Roz, one of the women responsible
for bringing the Lion of Judah initiative to Montreal. We will all miss her and will
ensure that her legacy lives on.

LION OF
JUDAH

<< WHY I BECAME A LION <<
GILDA SHAHIN-ABDULEZER

KAREN SOUSSAN

Gilda became a Lion of Judah on the Montreal
Mega Mission in May

Karen is co-chair of the Lion of Judah Circle and
incoming 2015 Women’s Philanthropy Campaign
Chair

After many years as a volunteer and donor to the
Women’s Philanthropy campaign, I decided to become
a Lion of Judah. My decision to make this increase was
because I saw, first hand, the monumental impact that
our dollars have on the community, both here in
Montreal and overseas in Israel – and more specifically,
seeing how the dollars that come from Women’s
Philanthropy go directly to initiatives that benefit
women, and in many cases, their children. Be it for
teens in trouble, or children living with their mothers in
a shelter for battered women, these dollars make a big
difference in their lives.
I feel very grateful, and humbled, to be able to be a
part of this group of incredible women who, together,
help to bring some joy and support to others. Thank
you to all Lions for all you do, and continue to do, and
thank you for giving women like me the opportunity to
join you in all the mitzvahs you bring.

WENDY SPATZNER
Wendy is co-chair of the Lion of Judah Circle
and past Chair of the 2013 Women’s Philanthropy
Campaign
One of the reasons I initially joined the Lion of Judah
Circle was to be able to attend exclusive events featuring
motivational and inspirational speakers. Over the years,
I have been fortunate enough to hear a woman recount
how she facilitated the escape of Syrian Jews from their
country, politicians speak of the challenges and intrigues
of foreign affairs, women of action who over their lives
have protested in the name of social justice, and young,
inspiring women who have created incredible community

I became a Lion for many reasons but first and
foremost because I believe in Federation CJA and
ensuring that our Jewish community in Montreal, in
Israel and around the world is, and continues to be,
strong, safe and capable of protecting those in need.
The women that make up the Lion of Judah Circle are
the pillars and mentors of our community; they are
the women who have made and continue to make a
difference in our community.
Being a Lion means investing in today and for
tomorrow. Becoming a Lion defines my commitment
as a Jewish woman to being part of this beautiful
group of women who care so much about making
Jewish lives better. Being a Lion means that I am part
of this incredible circle of women and that is a
wonderful privilege and an honour.

projects and initiatives. These are but a few of the
lectures that have inspired me in my philanthropic
endeavors and foster personal growth. A happy
byproduct is the relationships I have forged with other
Lions that enrich my life and my love of community while
proudly displaying my commitment to Federation CJA.
After returning from the International Lion of Judah
Conference that took place September 7-10, I am
already looking forward to the next one September
11-13, 2016 in Washington, DC. I hope you will be
able to attend this inspiring and meaningful few days
celebrating women, leadership and giving back to the
community.
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Rosh Hashanah marks a New Year and looking forward. It is a time
of joy and new beginnings when family and friends come together
and celebrate. The High Holidays represent a time for helping others
and a time for enriching our community. Your annual Lion of Judah
gift to Federation CJA symbolizes your generosity, strength and
vision and the commitment you have made to Jews everywhere.
Montreal’s Lion of Judah community is 575 strong and counting! In
2013, Lion of Judah donors raised $5,933,934 which represented
an incredible 77% of gifts to the Women’s Campaign. Let’s keep up
the momentum in 2014!

• LOJ SPRING EVENT

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a sweet New
Year filled with health and happiness for you and your loved ones.
While reflecting on what the Holidays mean to us, let us also pray
for peace in Israel and worldwide.
Karen Soussan & Wendy Spatzner
LION OF JUDAH CIRCLE CO-CHAIRS

Arlène Abitan
CHAIR, 2014 WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY CAMPAIGN

LION OF JUDAH

KIM.GARZON • 514.345.2645. | 6407
KIM.GARZON@FEDERATIONCJA.ORG • FEDERATIONCJA.ORG/WP

Heather Adelson
WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY PRESIDENT
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LION OF JUDAH
SPRING EVENT

2014 INTERNATIONAL LION OF JUDAH
CONFERENCE (ILOJC)

Co-chaired by Etty Abitbol and Terry Kaspi, and
graciously hosted by Terry in her home, the event
took place on June 16 and was attended by over
75 women. “Hats Off to You, Our Thanks For All
You Do” was an afternoon tea celebrating the many
hats worn by Lion of Judah women, both literally
and figuratively. Ophelie Hats provided some
stunning headpieces that were worn by the guests
and offered to donate 10% of their sales to
Federation CJA on any purchase made at their
store with mention of the event.

An incredible group of 1,400 Lions from around the
world gathered in New York City September 7-10 for
three days of learning, sharing and celebrating
inspirational leadership and camaraderie while
exploring the critical issues affecting the worldwide
Jewish community.
IN THE PICTURE

From left to right : Arlène Abitan • Karen Soussan • Wendy Spatzner •
Jeannie Smith • Terry Kaspi • Etty Abitbol • Heather Adelson

The Montreal group of 26 Lions was ably co-chaired
by Etty Bienstock, Aline Malka and Emmelle Segal
who made sure that this would be an event to
remember, down to the last detail.

Guest speaker Jeannie Smith had the guests
captivated with the story of her mother, Irene Gut
OpDyke, a brave and inspiring woman who risked
her life to aid and protect Jews during the
Holocaust. Irene’s story teaches us all how one
person can make a difference.

The unwavering commitment to Israel and the
complex and challenging issues that lie ahead were
at the forefront of the conference. Rooms were
packed to hear insider-analysis of Middle Eastern
politics, women’s rights in Israel and the campaign
against the BDS movement.

This event was a great opportunity to acknowledge
and appreciate the work you do for our community
as individuals and as a group as we continue to
impact the lives of thousands of people in our
community on a daily basis by the many hats we
wear every day.

The diverse range of speakers and topics ensured that
the delegation left with a deepened sense of leadership, commitment and passion. A highlight for the
Montreal group was the opportunity to be represented
at the conference by Gail Adelson- Marcovitz, past
president of Women’s Philanthropy and co-chair of the
WP Mosaic Cookbook. She addressed the conference and spoke of the profound impact of this
successful initiative – both as an important volunteer
engagement vehicle and fundraiser to help support
vulnerable women in the community. The Lions were

IN THE PICTURE

From left to right : Joanna Naimer Yufe • Elana Isenberg • Julie Morneau Lupovich •
Lysa Lash Hornstein

SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY
February 12 in Boca Raton, Florida with 110 women
from Canada and 43 from Montreal: Guest speaker,
Yvonne Conte, kept us entertained and amused with
her unique perspective on using humour to get
through difficult times in life. Thank you to the JFC–
UIA co-chairs Dale Boidman and Janice Tkatch for
organizing a wonderful event.

LION OF JUDAH ENDOWMENT
We who are privileged to give at the Lion of Judah
level can continue to support our community forever
if we endow our Lion of Judah gifts. When you
endow your Lion of Judah, you create a lasting gift
that inspires generations to come. An endowment is
recognized by the prestigious Or L’Atid flame added
to a Lion of Judah pin. The flame is an international
symbol of a woman’s role as a leading philanthropist
in her community. This example can also inspire our
children, our future generation, and keep alive an
obligation we hold dear.

There are simple, easy, user friendly ways with tax
benefits to make that happen. Buying an insurance
policy, transferring an existing insurance policy,
making a will bequest, using appreciated
marketable securities, part or all of RRSP or
pension plan funds directed to a charity are four
of the most popular significant tax saving
endowment methods.
For more information, contact Beverlee Ashmele at
514-345-2645, ext. 2612.

IN THE PICTURE

From left to right : Heather Adelson • Etty Bienstock • Emmelle Segal •
Arlène Abitan • Aline Malka

so impressed that they purchased every copy of Mosaic we
had brought to the conference!
At the event’s conclusion, the Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland
Award was presented to our very own co-chair, Etty
Bienstock. Congratuations, Etty on this well-deserved
honour! What a great way to end such a wonderful trip.
It was truly a memorable and empowering three days.
Sharing the experience with such a large group of dynamic
and philanthropic Lions was invigorating, inspiring and
underscored the true meaning of sisterhood and the power
of our collective.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER 23 • NIGHT OF 100 DINNERS
NOVEMBER 6 • WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY CHOICES
NOVEMBER25 OR 26 • CAMPAIGN CLOSING

FEBRUARY 11 | 2015 • SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY
LUNCHEON IN FLORIDA
SEPTEMBER 11–13 | 2016 • ILOJC IN WASHINGTON

WELCOMING THE ISRAELI LIONS TO MONTREAL
BY SANDY MARTZ

On the morning of September 12th, Federation CJA’s
Women's Philanthropy welcomed 18 Israeli Lions of
Judah who travelled to Montreal to spend a few days
in our fair city following the ILOJC in New York City.
The breakfast meeting at Federation CJA included a
much appreciated address from Federation CJA CEO,
Deborah Corber, as well as our very own Heather
Adelson, President of Women's Philanthropy.
This was a wonderful opportunity for all Montreal Lions
to meet our "sisters" from Israel. It was also a privilege
to be with this exceptional group of women in a more
intimate venue where they shared their experiences of

living in Israel during such trying times. Their stories were
both moving and inspiring. It was poignantly clear to all of
those present that we are deeply connected; we share
many common bonds – our core values, commitment,
and love of our communities.
Our time with this group reinforced why we stand with
Israel now and always, and also that as Lions we must
come together when such opportunities present
themselves. We all walked away that morning with
heads held high and fuelled to move forward in the
best way we can to support Combined Jewish Appeal
2014.

